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Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany

Article 5

[Freedom of expression, arts and sciences]

(1) Every person shall have the right freely to 

express and disseminate his opinions in speech, 

writing and pictures and to inform himself without 

hindrance from generally accessible sources. 

Freedom of the press and freedom of reporting by 

means of broadcasts and films shall be guaranteed. 

There shall be no censorship.



Responsible Communication and Democracy

• Scandals in public-sector broadcasters

• Print media: job cuts and cost pressure

• 2022: 103 registered attacks on media representatives 

• Russian state media still receivable

• Source: REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDERS

Challenges





EP Election 2019

Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation: Social Media and Campaigning 

• Populist parties:

• Reached more people than any other party

• Longterm community building on social media as basis

• Clear, recurring messages and an entertaining, emotional address led to more 
interactions.

• Major parties tend to struggle to mobilize by the use of social media

• Source: Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
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Dialogue ability of the parties on Facebook

Comments by party Comments by usersParty



Open Questions

• Who needs media literacy?

• Is there a difference between media and (social) media literacy?

• Is it on us to “help“ media?

• Thank you for listening! 


